The

27th Annual

Oklahoma Taxidermists Association Convention and Competition

June 24- 26, 2010 ~ Crowne Plaza, OKC, OK

 

The Crowne Plaza Hotel in Oklahoma City will be the host site for the Oklahoma Taxidermists Association's 27th annual convention and competition once again this year. The event will be held June 24- 26, and will host an excellent cast of judges, seminar speakers and suppliers. Everyone is welcome to come and share in a weekend of fun and learning with the OKTA.

 

     Categories for the competition are whitetails, gameheads, fish, birds, reproductions, life-size mammals, reptiles, original 3D art, and original flat. Divisions are youth, amateur, professional, and master's. The youth division is for ages 14 and under.   New for 2010, the competition committee has reworked the competition rules to resemble most other state shows.  Judges will be informed of your division and all divisions will be based on the 10 point scale.  Please note, amateurs are not eligible for any major awards, including OKTA certification points.   Again in 2010, the OKTA will be awarding State Champion titles to the best of category winners in the Master's division.   To be eligible for the state champion title, the piece must blue ribbon. Best of category plaques also will be presented to the winners of each category in the professional division. Professional pieces must receive at least a red ribbon to be eligible to win the category. There are no category awards in the youth or amateur divisions. Special awards include the following:  Judge's Choice (The Breakthrough Award), People's Choice, Highest Scoring Piece, Best All-Around Taxidermist, Polytranspar Award, Rocky Mt. Elk Foundation Award*, Starfish Award, Safari Club Award*, The Van Dyke's Award, WASCO Award, McKenzie Award, McKenzie Taxidermists Choice Awards, President's Challenge Award, Collective Artists Awards (People's & Judges’ Choice), Competitors Challenge Award, Member of the Year, Best Habitat, Best Youth Mount, Best Amateur Mount, Best Professional Mount and Master of Master's. This year's president's challenge is collective artists..  This would include any piece entered in the collective artists division where two or more members participate.  The past presidents of the OKTA will each have a vote for the champion.  Remember, your $10.00 piece fee is waived for your first president’s challenge entry, and you are eligible for the special president's challenge plaque.  So, get with your taxidermy buddies and put a piece together for the 2010 president’s challenge. There are no individual ribbons in the collective artist’s category. You receive a judge's score sheet and critique and are eligible for two major awards and any awards that are non-taxidermy affiliated*.  We have made changes in the Best-All-Around category to try to increase participation.  New for 2010, reproductions will be allowed to substitute for a fish or reptile, the one participant average score has dropped to 85, and there will be champion and runner-up trophies awarded.   Also in 2010, the Bird category has been split into two categories; Upland Gamebirds & Waterfowl.  In 2008, the OKTA adapted the Competitors Challenge Award.  Any competitors bringing a minimum of four mounts are automatically entered for this special award.  See rules and regulations for details on each special competition.

    The Crown Plaza Hotel will fill up soon, so make your reservations quickly. Please call 1-405-848-4811 to make your reservations. Make sure to tell them you are with the OKTA for a special room rate.  

     This is going to be a great event, and everyone is encouraged to attend and compete. Just think, you could be the next Oklahoma State Champion Taxidermist. Make plans to be at the Crowne Plaza on N.W. Expressway in Oklahoma City the weekend of June 24 -26, 2010.
 
Judges for the 2010 OKTA Competition


Tommy Hall (NC)  — Whitetails   

Our whitetail judge comes highly recommended from Indian Trail, NC.  Tommy is a 2-time World Champion and is considered one of the most talented whitetail taxidermists in the United States.   

 

Clay Wagner (TX) – Gameheads and Life-size  

Everyone in our association is familiar with Clay.  He regularly competes at the OKTA show.  Clay has won numerous best of categories, special awards, and blue ribbons with his gameheads and life-size mammals.  
 

Mike Orthober (WI) - Birds, Fish, Reproductions, & Reptiles  

Mike is a very familiar face to the competitors in Oklahoma.  This will be his third visit to the OKTA as a judge.  Mike is known as one of the very best judges on the competition circuit.  He has won just about every major award in fish and bird taxidermy obtainable.  He is a National and North American Champion, as well as a World Champion.

 

Seminar Instructors:

Tommy Hall of NC - Whitetail Taxidermy

Clay Wagner of TX - Form Alterations

Mike Orthober of WI - Fish Taxidermy
Manny Chavez of NM - Mounting an Aoudad

Kirby Ross of AZ - Hands on Molding and Casting

Randy Terry of AR  - Mounting a Bird

Brian Harness of AR—Mammal Taxidemy

 

Categories In Competition

Whitetail Deer

Gameheads

Life-size Mammals

Upland Game birds

Waterfowl

Reproductions

Fish

Reptiles

Original Art (3D)

Original Art (Flat)

 

 

Rules and Regulations of OKTA Competitions

Please read all competition rules before signing the registration form.  By signing, you agree to the rules governing OKTA competitions.  Failure to comply with the rules and regulations of competition may result in the denial of your registration for future conventions. 

 

All individuals must pay OKTA membership to attend any portion of the convention and competition.

 

All entries must remain in the room until 12:00 p.m. on the final day of the convention.  Competitors who can not fulfill this obligation either need to make arrangements for pick-up or do not enter the mount.

 

Divisions:

Masters Division:  Highest  standard of judging

Professional Division:  Quality standard of judging

Amateur Division: Easiest standard of judging

Youth Division:  Judge’s Discrepancy

 

Multiple ribbons are awarded for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and honorable mention in the youth, amateur, and professional categories.  Honorable mention is eliminated in the Master’s division.

 

All three divisions will use the standard scoring scale used by most taxidermy competitions.

 1st place = 90-100 (blue)

 2nd place = 80-89 (red)

3rd place =  70-79 (white)

Honorable Mention =  60-69 (green)  

 

Score sheets will reflect the division of the competitor and be known to the judge.   Youth score sheets will reflect the age of the competitor.  Youth participants must be 14 or younger.

 

In the original art category, competitors are not scored.  Judges determine ribbon color and choose category winners.

 

Once a professional competitor has earned two blue ribbons in a particular division and category, he or she is asked to move into the next higher division.  A competitor may not enter multiple divisions within one category.  Amateurs must move out of this division after three competitions or one blue ribbon.

Best of Category will be awarded to each category within the professional division. A minimum of a red ribbon is required to be eligible for best of category in the professional division.  State champion titles will be awarded to the best of category winners in each of the master’s categories.  Only master’s earning a blue ribbon are eligible for the state champion title.   Amateurs are not eligible for Best of Category.  

 

Judges will choose a Best Amateur Mount, Best Professional Mount, Master of  Masters, Judge’s Choice, Breakthrough and the WASCO Award.

 

Challenges:  $50.00 fee for each entry to be re-judged.  Decisions of alternate judge(s) will be final.  Identity of alternative judge(s) is known only to the competition committee and not revealed until after the challenge.  Challenges must be made and fees paid within two hours of the competition room opening.

 

Competition committee reserves the right to refuse acceptance of inappropriate mounts.

 

Protected species must include necessary permits/papers.

 

Entries must be accessible to the judges.  An entry may be declared ineligible if too many of the judging criteria are hidden from view or inaccessible to the judge, or are not included in the mount

 

Be prepared for the removal of glass cases at the judge’s discretion.

 

No mount may be entered more than once in this competition.  If a participant desires a critique from a subsequent judge, he/she may pay the designated entry fee and receive a critique from the judge.  The mount will not be eligible for additional awards or ribbons due to the second judging.

 

Competition area is CLOSED during judging.  Permission in the room will be determined by the President, Vice-President, & Chairman of the Competition Committee.  Only officers of the OKTA and the Competition Committee will be allowed in the competition room during closed hours.   Competitors may be allowed to place their mounts early during the registration.  Competitors will not be allowed to place their mounts if a judge is present in the competition room.   Mounts may be moved from their original position to accommodate the mounts in the competition room. 

 

Competition Committee members must sign a code of ethics form to work in the competition room.  Failure to comply with these governing codes will result in permanent dismissal of committee membership.

 

The OKTA will request facility security and be as careful as possible with all mounts: however, by act of entry into the competition, participants release the OKTA, its officers, board, and competition committee members, and judges from any liability or responsibility for any mount in competition, under any circumstances.

 

Any question arising from the competition shall be resolved by the Competition Committee.  Its decision will be final.

 

Any infraction of any competition rule shall disqualify the entry.  Disqualified entries shall not be eligible for any award(s).  Registration and entry fees will not be refunded.

Absolutely NO ALCOHOL in the competition room, seminar rooms, and supply rooms.  

 

You must pay registration to attend any portion of the convention.  This includes purchasing items from venders in the hotel parking lot.

 

European (skull) mounts and horn mounts are only eligible to compete in the youth division only.  Half or full skeletal articulation are permitted as 3D art.

 

Name badges must be worn to enter seminar, competition  and supply rooms.

 

All entries must be completed by the individual competitor.  Pieces completed during workshops or classes may not be entered in competition.  Artificial turkey heads may be mounted and freeze-dried by a supplier or other individual, but the competitor must complete the actual painting of the head.

 

Entries completed by multiple taxidermists must be entered in the Collective Artist Division.
 

The Collective Artist Division will be eligible for two awards:  Judge’s Choice/Collective Artists and People’s Choice/Collective Artist.  Individual ribbons are not awarded.

 

Half life-size mounts will be treated as a gamehead or whitetail respectively.

 

A reproduction is defined as actual animal that has been molded and casted.  Commercial reproductions are allowed in the reproduction category, but are not eligible for Judge’s Choice.  All normal finish work and painting must be done by the competitor.  Prefinished/painted piece are prohibited for entry.

 

All names or logos that may reveal the identity of the competitor must be omitted or concealed during competition.

 

After judging is completed, business cards may be placed next to entries.

 

All-Around Taxidermist Category:  Open to OKTA members only.  Entries must include 4 categories including birds, life-size mammals, fish, and gamehead.  A whitetail is considered a gamehead, and a fish may be substituted with a reptiles or reproduction .  There is an extra $10.00 fee for entry.  If only one participant enters the Best All-Around competition, he or she must average a score of 85 to receive the award.   Places will be figured by an assigned point system based on ribbon color of the four selected pieces. The ribbon/point system is the same system used by the OKTA Certification Program.  In the case of a tie, judges will determine the winner.  Champion & Runner-up plaques will be awarded in the Best All-Around competition. 

Participants need not be present to compete, except in the All-Around Division, but must be registered for the convention and pay all entry fees.

 

Any conduct by the competitor that is deemed unsportsmanlike could result in disqualification and forfeiture of any and all awards.  Unruly or disruptive behavior towards judges, show officials or other competitors will not be tolerated, and the individual will be asked to leave without refund. 

Banquet tickets may be purchased and received at registration.  Tickets will be taken up at the entry into the banquet.  You do not have to pay banquet fees to attend the auction after the banquet.

 

The OKTA is no longer affiliated with the National Taxidermists Association, OKTA Score sheets will replace the NTA score sheet for this competition .  Points cannot be earned in for NTA certification.   

 

Competitors Challenge Award rules:  Any competitor bringing 4 or more mounts to competition is eligible. There is no extra entry fee. Four highest scoring pieces will be used to figure a cumulative point total based on division and ribbon color. Point determinations are figured on the same scale as the certification program.  The competitor with the highest point total is the Competitors Challenge Award recipient. Competitors may enter any combination of categories. Collective Artist and Original Art are not eligible categories because there is not points awarded.  Mounts entered in the Amateur division are not eligible for the award. Judges are tie breakers.

 

. 

 

 

 

OKTA Certification Program:

The Oklahoma Taxidermists Association offers an official certification program to its members and competitors.  Competitors must earn a total of 11 points in a particular category.  

Professiona:l Division:  1st place ribbons = 5 points; 2nd place = 3 points; and 3rd place = 1 point.

Master’s Division:   1st place ribbons = 6 points; 2nd place = 4 points; and 3rd place = 2 point.  

No more than 5 points can be earned with 3rd place scores.  Only competitors entering the master’s and professional divisions are eligible for certification points. Master certification is awarded to competitors completing four categories of certification.  There must be a minimum of one 1st place ribbon earned to qualify for master certification.  A competitor will be considered Master of Master’s once all seven categories are accomplished.  You can be certified in Original Art, but it cannot count towards your master’s certification.

 

Schedule of Events

Wednesday, June 23th

7:00 p.m.



Set-up 

 

Thursday, June 24th

8:00 a.m.
—   
8:00 p.m. 
Registration & check-in mounts

10:00 a.m.
—
12:00 p.m.
Seminar #1  Mike Orthober

12:00 p.m.
—
1:00 p.m.
Lunch

1:00  p.m.
— 
3:00 p.m.
Seminar #2  Tommy Hall

1:00 p.m.
— 
4:00 p.m.
Supplier set  up

3:15 p.m.
— 
5:30 p.m.
Seminar # 3 Clay Wagner
5:00 p.m.
— 
6:30  p.m. 
Supply room open

6:30 p.m. 



Hospitality Room Sponsored by the UTA

7:30 p.m.



Judges Meeting / Judging begins 

Friday,  June 25th

7:30 a.m.
—
9:30 a.m.
Registration & check in mounts 

8:00 a.m.
— 
10:00 a.m.
Seminar #4  Randy Terry

9:30 a.m.
— 
11:00 a.m.
Supply area open
7:30 a.m.
— 
5:00 p.m.
Judging continues

11:00 a.m.
— 
12:00 p.m.
OKTA Summer Business Meeting

11:00 p.m.
—
12:00 p.m.
Supplier’s lunch

12:00 p.m.
—
12:30 p.m.
People’s Choice voting

12:00 p.m.
— 
1:00 p.m.
Lunch

12:30 p.m.
— 
4.00 p.m.
Supply room open

1:00 p.m.
— 
3:00 p.m.
Seminar #5  Kirby Ross

3:15 p.m.    
 —      5:15 p.m.      
Seminar #6  Brian Harness
5:30 p.m.
— 
6:00 p.m.
Competition room open






Ribbons will be in place, but major






awards presented at banquet

6:30 p.m.



Banquet, Awards, Auction

 

Saturday. June 26th

8:00 a.m.
— 
12:00 p.m.
Public viewing 

8:00 a.m.
— 
12:00 p.m.
Critiques with judges

9:00 a.m. 
— 
11:00 a.m.
Supply area open

9:30 a.m.
— 
12:00 p.m.
Seminar #7  Manny Chavez

12:00 p.m.
    


Breakdown

 

The

27th Annual

Oklahoma Taxidermists Association

Convention & Competition

June 24 - June 26, 2010

Crowne Plaza Hotel, OKC, OK

Registration Form 

 

Registration Fees:


By mail before June 21, 2010


Entire Convention:
$40.00 Individual / $50.00 Family



One-Day Registration:
$30.00 Individual / $40.00 Family


At the Registration Desk:


Entire Convention
$55.00 Individual / $65.00 Family



One-Day Registration:
$45.00 Individual / $55.00 Family

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________E-mail:  _______________________________

City: _________________________________________________State: _____________Zip: _______________________

Telephone: ___________________  Additional Family Members Attending: _____________________________________

Website: (If you would like to add it to the OKTA website.) __________________________________________________

 

Registration Fee    (INDIVIDUAL)      (FAMILY)

1


$ __________

Competition Entries:
# ____________ x $10.00 each



$ __________

President’s Challenge Mounts (Free)  “first entry only”
______                          
$  _________

Banquet Tickets:

# ____________ x $20.00




$ __________

Best All-Around Taxidermist Entry

   $10.00




$ __________

Membership
(Single)
= $25.00

(Family) = $30.00


$ __________


`
Youth (14 and under) = $10.00



Senior Citizen (60 +) =  $10.00 individual / $15.00 family

Total 









$ __________

 

Payment:
Check # __________,  Cash ____________

 

 

I have read and understand the OKTA rules of competition.  I understand that failure to comply with the OKTA competition rules will result in disqualification from the competition without refund.  It may also result in dismissal from the convention.  I understand mounts may not be removed from the competition room until 12:00 p.m. on the final day.  

Signed: _________________________________________ Date:  ________________________________________________

 

Questions please contact:  
Janell Reid


Mail w/ remittance to:



 
(405) 224-7819


Janell Reid / OKTA Secretary








2787 County St.  2870








Chickasha, OK  73018

 

There will be a special drawing at the banquet for members who pre-registered before the June 21th cutoff.

 

